Checklist of Questions for AS Law Unit 2
Actus Reus

What is an actus reus?

What is an omission?

How can an omission be an actus reus?

What cases illustrate omissions?

Can an involuntary act be an actus reus?

Causation

What is causation?
What is factual causation?

What is legal causation?

What are the tests for factual and legal causation?

What are the cases that support these tests?

What is an intervening act?

What is the thin skull rule?

Mens Rea

What is mens rea?
What is the difference between direct and oblique intention?

What is the test for oblique intention?

What is recklessness?

What cases support all the above questions?

Coincidence of Actus Reus & Mens Rea

What is the contemporaneity rule?
How can a series of acts create liability?

Which cases support the above questions?

Transferred Malice

What is the principle of transferred malice?
Give examples of how it could come about.

Strict Liability

What is the principle of strict liability?
Why were strict liability offences created?

Which case set out the criteria for determining whether to impose strict liability?

What are the 5 points of the criteria?

Which cases support these points?

Assault

What is the actus reus of assault?
What is the mens rea of assault?

Which cases support the above questions?

What is common assault?

How does assault differ from battery?
Battery

What is the actus reus of battery?
What is the mens rea of battery?

Which cases support the above questions?

Where can you find the sentencing guidelines for assault and battery?

Are they statute or common law offences?
Section 47 (ABH) 
What is the actus reus of s.47?
What is the mens rea of s.47?

Which cases support the above questions?

Which statute contains s.47, s.20 and s.18?


Section 20 (GBH)

What is the actus reus of s.20?
What is the mens rea of s.20?

Which cases support the above questions?

What is the difference between a wound and GBH?
Section 18 (GBH With Intent)
What is the actus reus of s.18?

What is the mens rea of s.18?

How does s.18 differ from s.20?
Criminal Courts & Appeal System
What are summary, indictable and either-way offences?
What is the jurisdiction of the Magistrates’ and Crown Court?

What is the burden of proof and standard of proof in criminal offences?
Procedure to Trial in a Criminal Case

What are the principles behind this procedure?
What is the procedure for a summary offence?

What is the procedure for an indictable offence?
What is the procedure for an either-way offence?

What are the advantages and disadvantages of each court?

What happens at a Plea and Case Management Hearing?
What are the differences between conditional and unconditional bail?
Sentencing
What are the aims of sentencing?
What are the different types of sentence available?

What is a pre-sentence report?

What are aggravating and mitigating factors?
Duty of Care

Where does the famous definition of negligence come from?
What is and where did the neighbour principle come from?

What is the 3-part test for establishing a duty of care and where did it come from?

Which cases support each stage of the test?
Breach of Duty

Who is the reasonable man?
What questions must you answer to establish if there has been a breach of duty?

Which cases support each of these questions?

Damage

What is causation in fact?
What is causation in law?

What tests do you use to find the above?

Which cases support these tests?

What happens if there are multiple causes?

What happens if there is an intervening act?

Which cases support the above 2 questions?

What questions must you ask when determining remoteness?

Which cases support these questions?
Civil Courts & Appeal System
What are the courts of first instance in a civil case?
What is the jurisdiction of each court?

When can a party appeal?

What is the burden and standard of proof in a civil case?

What is the principle of res ipsa loquitur?

Which cases support this principle?
Procedure to Trial in a Civil Case

How is a negligence case started?
What happens when the defendant receives a claim form?

What are the 3 tracks and which cases will they hear?
Damages
What is the purpose of damages?
What are pecuniary and non-pecuniary losses?

What are special and general damages?

What are the different methods of paying damages?
