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Unit 23: Aspects of the Legal System and Law-making Process (10 Credits) 

Assessment Sheet
Name:


………………………………………………………………………………
	
	Assessment Criteria
	Achieved

	Pass 1
	Describe the hierarchy of the civil courts.

	

	Pass 2


	Describe the hierarchy of the criminal courts.
	

	Pass 3


	Explain the difference between the two hierarchies.
	

	Pass 4


	Describe the role of lay people in criminal cases.
	

	Pass 5


	Outline the role of judges and lawyers in civil and criminal cases.
	

	Pass 6

	Explain how precedents are applied in court.
	

	Pass 7

	Describe the process when making an Act of Parliament.
	

	Pass 8

	Explain the rules of statutory interpretation.
	

	Merit 1


	Compare and contrast the role and function of judges, lawyers and lay people within the English courts.

	

	Merit 2

	Compare and contrast the methods of law making.
	

	Merit 3


	Apply the rules of statutory interpretation.
	

	Distinction 1


	Evaluate the effectiveness of lay people in the English courts.
	

	Distinction 2


	Evaluate the role of the judiciary in the formulation and interpretation of legal rules.
	


Overall Grade:

Pass
  /
Merit

/
Distinction

In submitting your work for assessment, you are confirming that the work is your own.  On completion of this unit, this document must be signed as a declaration that the work submitted is your own:

Assessor Signature: …………………
Date: …………     Student Signature: ……………………………
Date: …………

Scenario One
You decide to pursue some work experience in a legal firm. They are so impressed with you that they decide to take you on as a temporary employee over the holidays. The firm you are working for, Alexander Thomas LLP are looking to create a pack designed and aimed at Colleges and 6th forms, to get more people interested in a career in law. They have asked you to help with this as you are still currently a student and know what the students will be looking for.
The English Court Hierarchy
Task One
The first thing that the firm want you to do is create diagrams of the hierarchies of the civil and criminal courts in England. They want you to do these on separate pages. You must then create a small one page leaflet that explains the difference between the two hierarchies. You will need to include:
· Civil courts structure: role, function and jurisdiction of small claims court, county court, High Court, Civil Division of the Court of Appeal, House of Lords, European Court of Justice; difference between first instance and appeal courts
· Criminal courts structure: role, function and jurisdiction of Youth Court, Magistrates courts, Crown Court, Criminal Division of the Court of Appeal, House of Lords; first instance and appeal courts

The diagram of the civil courts will provide evidence for P1.
The diagram of the criminal courts will provide evidence for P2.

The explanation of the differences will provide evidence for P3.
This task provides evidence for P1, P2 & P3.
Submission date:


People in the Legal System
Task Two
The firm are happy with the work you have done so far and are keen for you to continue with what you are doing. Next up they want you to inform the college and 6th form students of the different people that are involved in the legal system, so that they can see the different potential career paths. They ask you to create a PowerPoint in which you describe the roles of the different people in the legal system. You must include:
· The legal profession: work, training and regulation of barristers, solicitors, legal executives, paralegals; the Legal Services Ombudsman and complaints
· The judiciary: organisation; selection and appointment of judges; roles in civil and criminal cases; judicial independence and immunity; removal from office
· Lay people: magistrates – selection and appointment; training; role and powers; jurisdiction in civil and criminal cases; removal; advantages and disadvantages; juries – qualifications and disqualification, selection and role, summoning, vetting and challenging, advantages and disadvantages
Please ensure that your PowerPoint has individual pages for each aspect of each person’s role.

The slides detailing the roles of lay people (juries & magistrates) will provide evidence for P4.

The slides detailing the roles of judges and lawyers will provide evidence for P5.

This task provides evidence for P4 & P5
Submission date:
At the end of your presentation your bosses want you to create a report in which you compare and contrast the role and function of judges, lawyers and lay people within the English courts. You must:
· Explain the similarities and differences between each role
· You must think about who is creating, enforcing, defending and challenging the law
This must be a formal report in which you give detailed insight into the jobs involved in each role. 
This task provides evidence for M1
Submission date:
A local school teacher has emailed you, after reading your PowerPoint and report, and he has asked you how effective lay people are in the English courts. Your boss has asked you to email him back giving a detailed reply. He wants you to include:

· The advantages and disadvantages of using lay people in the English courts
· An evaluation of how effective they are, referring to evidence (cases & examples) to support your answer
· Any alternatives that could be considered instead of using lay people
This is an email, but it must use formal language.
This task provides evidence for D1

Submission date:
Creating Law
Task Three
So far, the firm are really happy with the work you have done, although there is one senior lawyer who hasn’t taken to you very well. You are stuck working with him for a week and he decides to really challenge you. He asks you to create a factsheet in which you explain the workings and key terms of judicial precedent. You must include:
· Judicial precedent: development of the system; law reporting; binding authorities; persuasive authorities; ratio decidendi; obiter statements
· Avoiding judicial precedents: distinguishing previous decisions; reversing decisions; overruling previous decisions; practice statements

This task provides evidence for P6
Submission date:

He seems to be taking to you and decides to give you a further piece of work to really test you. He asks you to create a flow chart in which you describe how statute is created. It must include:

· Statutory legal rules: stages in making an Act of Parliament; Public and Private Members’ Bills; doctrine of parliamentary sovereignty; primary and delegated legislation; effect of EU membership; Effect of Human Rights Act 1998 
This task provides evidence for P7
Submission date:

After you have completed the fact sheet and the flow chart, you decide to create a report which compares and contrasts the different methods of law making. You must:
· Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of judicial precedent, avoiding precedent and creating an Act of Parliament (support each point which case and Act examples)

· Explain the similarities and differences between statute and precedent (use cases and Acts to support)
This task provides evidence for M2

Submission date:

Statutory Interpretation
Task Four
The final thing the firm want you to do before you go off to university s create a piece of work on statutory interpretation. The clerk at the firm used to be a judge and he always had problems when deciding how to interpret statute. He asks if you could create a table in which you explain the different rules used to interpret statute. You must include:
· Principles of statutory interpretation: literal rule; mischief rule; golden rule; integrated and purposive approaches to statutory interpretation (cases must be used to support your work)
This task provides evidence for P8
Submission date:

To ensure that the students know about each rule of interpreting statute, you decide to create a case study which shows the application of the rules. You will be given a scenario in which you must apply each rule and explain the outcome of the case in each circumstance.
· You must apply each rule and explain exactly how you have come to the conclusion you have.
This task provides evidence for M3
Submission date:
You must now write a formal report in which you evaluate the role of the judiciary in the formation and interpretation of legal rules. In this report you must:

· Explain judge’s roles when interpreting statute and creating law through judicial precedent
· Explain the advantages and disadvantages of a judge’s role in each (make links to parliamentary supremacy and the need for flexibility in the law)

· Explain what would happen if a judge were not able to create law
· Use cases and Acts to support your work
This task provides evidence for D2

Submission date:
Final date for submission is: Thursday 28th March
Assessment and Feedback Record

Name:


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Interim Deadline 1:

Task 1 and 2
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Signed:   …………………………………………………………………
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